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High Five at the Baptist Church 
Fun was had by all this August at Gamlingay Baptist Church’s High 
Five Holiday Club. As the week went on, word spread and the team 
were well pleased to see numbers increase. The children enjoyed all 
sorts of games, action songs and crafts, from making bread, medals and 
door hangers to playing cat and mouse with a parachute. The children 
won’t have to wait another year for the next one however, because from 
September the church is running ‘Messy Church’ on the last Saturday 
of each month (2:00pm until 4:00pm) and this month a Hallowe’en 
alternative ‘Jesus is Light Party’. See Church Details.

 

Gamlingay Players present 
“Living Together”
by Alan Ayckbourn

November 25th and 26th at 
the First School

Those people who came to 
see our production of “Table 
Manners” by Alan Ayckbourn 
back in March will no doubt 
remember that it is one of a 
trilogy of plays called “The 
Norman Conquests”.  The three 
plays are all set over the same 
weekend, in the same house, with 
the same six characters.  But very 
cleverly, Ayckbourn has written 
the three plays so they each can 
be seen on their own without 
knowing what happens in the 
other two!   One of the three is 
set in the dining room of a large 
house (“Table Manners”), one is 
set in the living room (“Living 
Together”) and one in the garden 
(“Round and round the garden”). 

Charter Travel 127 service changes from 26th September 2011

The 127 service: Royston - Bassingbourn -Litlington - The Mordens (-Ashwell)
Running Monday to Saturday will link to Bassingbourn VC with changes as follows.

Existing O8:00 Guilden Morden – Royston will now start at Gamlingay with minor amendment to 
starting times.

Existing 15:10 Royston – Guilden Morden will now end at Gamlingay with minor amendment to 
departure times.

Existing 15:50 Guilden Morden – Royston re-timed to depart Guilden Morden at 16:15.
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The Gazette needs help.
We need a new Treasurer, as Louise Hickson no longer has sufficient 
spare time to continue.

If you are able to assist, please ring Louise on 01767 650 349 for 
further details. Thank you

So, each play is self-contained, and they may be watched in any order. 
Some of the scenes overlap, and on several occasions a character’s 
exit from one play corresponds with an entrance in another.

The house belongs to an unseen but tyrannical invalid woman whose 
unattached daughter, Annie, cares for her. On the Saturday evening, 
when the plays start, Annie’s brother Reg and his wife Sarah have just 
arrived to take over nursing duties so that Annie can go away for the 
weekend. Sarah assumes this has been arranged with ‘dim and dismal’ 
Tom, the local vet, who has been hanging around Annie for years.
 
In fact, the weekend, in the less than exciting hideaway East 
Grinstead, has been arranged with Norman, Annie’s brother-in-law, an 
assistant librarian who is prepared to chat up anybody. Sarah - bossy, 
impatient, interfering but ultimately very vulnerable - soon talks Annie 
out of that but isn’t persuasive enough to talk Tom into it. Norman, 
who has turned up expecting to take Annie away under the pretence of 
going to a librarians’ conference, is therefore at a loose end about the 
house and free to wreak havoc, which he does. 

We all enjoyed performing “Table Manners” so much, we have 
decided to do another of the trilogy.  “Living Together” is just as 
funny.  If you came to see “Table Manners” in March, please come 
again to see the same six characters in the living room!  If you didn’t 
come to “Table Manners”, it doesn’t matter – you will still enjoy 
“Living Together”.

Gamlingay Cubs would like to say ‘thank you’ to The Jannah for 
their kind and generous donation of food trays for our backwoods 
cooking event. We took the trays to the September camp at Bromham 
and the children enjoyed cooking shepherd’s pies in them on real 
camp fires.

Thank you
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News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

Church Services

Every Sunday morning 10:45am
(with Sunday club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on 
the first Sunday of each month.

All age Family service 10.45 last 
Sunday of each month (23rd October)

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am 
(half way through service)

‘High Five’ – Messy Church for 
children (5 to 9 years)
Last Saturday of each month (29th 
October) at 2:00pm. until 4:00pm.

Jesus is Light Party – a fun alternative 
to Hallowe’en on Monday 31st October 
(in the Large Hall)
5:00pm until 7:00pm (Contact Rev. 
James Gilbert for details)

Weekday Meetings

House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

‘Women in Partnership’
Tues 11th October - an afternoon with 
Eynesbury Methodist Ladies

Women’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 15th October at 8:00am.

The Alpha course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those 
who want to find out more about 
Christianity. 
You are warmly invited!
Please contact James, our minister for 
details of the next course.

Dear Friends,

Because the Gazette goes away to be printed, I write my contribution around five 
weeks before it is delivered to you and as I write this particular letter, for the October 
Gazette, the News is still full of the riots in London and some of our major cities.  

The riots have been televised and we have been able to watch events as they unfolded. 
They have been both shocking and disgusting to watch. My heart goes out to those 
who have lost members of their families, their homes or their jobs. I am sure you have 
been as moved by these awful events as I have. Perhaps the most shocking thing of 
all has been the people who have been arrested – and some of those who have been 
charged have been children’s workers and mentors, trusted people with responsible 
jobs; some of them have been children as young as twelve. I don’t know, as yet how 
their trials will progress, I am sure you will know more by the time you are reading 
this, but I find this deeply saddening.

I don’t know if you read my letter in the July/August Gazette, but as I read it again 
now, it seems spookily applicable to the last couple of weeks. The different political 
parties and newspapers have been apportioning blame in all directions and offering all 
sorts of solutions, but I would again suggest to you that the problem, the root cause 
goes much deeper than anything that I have, as yet heard. I would refer you back to 
Solomon, reputedly the wisest man of the ancient world, he warned the people of his 
day: ‘Where there is no revelation of God, people cast off restraint’ (Proverbs 29:18) 
and that is what has been happening. People you would expect to behave responsibly 
and do what is right, role models to others, have indeed cast off all restraint and 
behaved badly. 

We live in a society which has lost sight of God and as a result many of the Christian 
values that previously guided and shaped society have been disregarded. Our Post-
Modern society exists in a moral vacuum and in the light of recent events, the cry that 
‘People are basically good’ rings hollow; people are not basically good and need clear 
boundaries and restraints to protect the rest of society. God’s solution to the situation 
is a radical one – Jesus not only died for our sins, but brings to those who will turn to 
Him a complete internal makeover, which is what is needed. Perhaps it’s time that we 
recover sight of our Creator…

Very Best Wishes,

  James.

Coffee Morning
Thursday 20th October (in aid of Sinai Orphanage, Madras)
Sinai Orphanage takes in street children and aims to give them an education and a 
good start in life. 

10:00am until 11:30am
Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?

Harvest Weekend 1st and 2nd October 
Saturday 1st – Harvest Supper 5:00pm
Sunday   2nd – Harvest Festival Celebration Service 10:45am

Dear Readers,

The Church of England has been promoting the notion of ‘fresh expressions’ of church for a few years now. This means ways of 
people gathering to pray and worship outside of the normal pattern of Sunday mornings. Perhaps meeting in a school or a pub or 
a café; using different forms of prayer and music, all with a view to embracing the needs and expectations of an ever-changing 
population.

I was interested to read about one of the latest ‘fresh expressions’, known as the Order of the Black Sheep. This is to be launched 
very soon in Chesterfield and will be co-ordinated by a minister, Revd Mark Broomhead who grew up as a “Christian heavy 
metal fan”. As someone who recently enjoyed seeing Iron Maiden in concert, this attracted my attention. The Order of the Black 
Sheep, it seems, is a project to attract those who feel on the fringes of society, offering a place for sacramental worship within a 
café and music-based environment. It has the full backing of the local Bishop and will be opened by the Archbishop of Canter-
bury.

Although I’m curious about how we distinguish who lives on the fringes or the margins of society, a project like the Order of the 
Black Sheep is truly good news. The challenge of the church is to blend the past into the present and work towards the future. To 
be stuck in any one of those time-frames is bad news.

There was a time when the Book of Common Prayer was a new innovation! Now it has become to be seen by some as relic of a 
bygone age cherished by those who cling on to an image of a time when things made more sense than they do now.

For me the most positive thing about the church is that it can be fluid; it has always moved and changed; it has developed new 
patterns of worship and found new ways to sing and celebrate; it has continued to discover fresh understandings about belief and 
the Bible. If the church stops doing any of these things than its time for this particular black sheep to look to pastures new.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Services in the Benefice of Gamlingay 
with Hatley St George and Everton

October 2011
2nd Trinity 15 8am Holy Communion G

10.30am First Sunday Harvest Festival 
and Lunch

G

6pm Evensong E

9th Trinity 16 8am Holy Communion E
9.30 Parish Eucharist G
11am Hatley Harvest Service H

16th Trinity 17 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

23rd Last Sunday after 
Trinity 

8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G



 Christmas Decorations                      Massage
 

LADIES
PAMPER & SHOPPING 

EVENING
Jewellery      Clairvoyants

Friday 18th November 2011
7.30pm  – 10.00pm

Gamlingay Village College
Nails       Bar

Indulge in a relaxing therapy or start some Christmas shopping 
with a large selection of over 20 craft and gift stalls

Books
Phoenix           Tarot 
 Cards  Make up & Perfume            Cards

  Hand Crafted    …and much more          Raffle
       Gifts

Look for ticket information in next months edition & posters
This event is organised by Sunshine Pre-school www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org Charity Number 1031944

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com 
Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

 
Calling all children aged 3 to 10

“STEPPING STONES”
Activities for children on a Sunday morning at St.Mary’s 

Church
…we meet on…

2nd October 16th October
6th November 20th November
4th December 18th December

Friday 23rd December – Christmas activity morning

A reminder that we meet...
... on the 1st Sunday in each month at 9.30am in St.Mary’s Church Hall 
leading into the ‘First Sunday’ service at 10.00am – an informal service 
lasting no more than 45 minutes.  
ALL ARE WELCOME.  Parents are also welcome to come into Church for a 
tea or coffee at 9.30am whilst Stepping Stones meet.

... on the 3rd Sunday in each month at 9.30am in St.Mary’s Church Hall for 
45 minutes (ish) whilst the Sunday service takes place in Church.   We follow 
a set themed pattern, using stories, songs and activities and the sharing of a 
snack.
All children (and their parents) are very welcome to come along and see what 
we get up to.

Dates for the Diary

The annual Ladies Pamper and Shopping Evening will take place on Friday 18th 
November 2011 at Gamlingay Village College at 7.30pm. See our poster above for 
more details. Ticketing information will be available on our website soon and in next 
month’s edition.

There will be a Halloween Disco for children aged 6-9 on Friday 21st October from 
6–7.30pm and separately for children under 6 on Sunday 30th October at 2-4pm, both 
to be held at the WI Hall. See our website for ticket information.

Places available

We still have some places available for new children to start with us this term, so 
if you would like more information please contact Ann on the contact details given 
above.



letters
First school 
AssociAtion

Forthcoming 
EvEnts

Music Quiz Night, 7th October 
7.30 doors open, 8pm start
Fun music quiz, £5 each, teams of 
up to 8 in each team, 
Prizes for Best Dressed Table and 
Best Fancy Dressed Team!
Tickets on sale in advance from 
the First School Office

Rag Bag, October
Collection of old/unwanted 
clothes, shoes, bags, curtains etc. 
To be brought to the First School 
by Monday 17th October, or we can 
collect in advance.

FIREWORKS SPECTACULAR, 
Sunday 6th November
This year’s Fireworks Spectacular 
is being held on SUNDAY the 
6th at Gamlingay Village 
College, Gates open at 
4pm, Fireworks at 5pm
BBQ, Jacket Potatoes 
and Refreshments 
available
Tickets on sale in 
advance £3 each, on the 
night £4

Race Night, 19th November 2011
Gamlingay First School present 
‘RACE NIGHT’ on Saturday 19th 
November, 7.30 p.m. for 8.00 p.m. 
start. If you want a fun night and 
be able to participate in the racing 
this is the place to be!!! Tickets 
£6 (includes supper) available 
from Dee Kirby 651801, Coryn 
Stanley 650422, The Cutting Mill 
and Woodview Farm. Bar available. 
To buy a horse or for any other 
information contact Dee Kirby on 
651801.

For more information on any of 
the above call Rachel Shalan on 
01767 654921 or 07989 341 888

FsA 
rAg BAg 

collEction

Following on from our fantastic Rag 
Bag collection in May which raised 
over £330 for the First School, the FSA 
are organising another collection for: 

Tuesday 18th October 2011.

So, if you have any 
unwanted / old clothes, 
shoes, linens, curtains, 
towels or other fabrics 
that you are looking to be 
rid of, then please donate 
them to us.  

For every kilo we collect, Rag Bag 
pay us 50p, which in turn is used by 
the FSA to subsidise trips, pay for new 
equipment or fund projects for the First 
School.

Items can be in ANY 
condition and we can either 
collect them from you or 
you can drop them off at the 
school office by Monday 17th 
October.  
To arrange a collection, 
please call Hayley Parker on 
01767 652992

THANK YOU!

THE SUMMER 
PLAY SCHEME - AN 

AMAZING WEEK
by Hayley Parker

.
A huge thank-you should be said 
to Chris, Carole, Sarah and all the 
other organisers and helpers of the 
Play Scheme which ran at the Village 
College during the summer holidays.

It was an amazing week with a fantastic 
range of activities on offer– all at 
very reasonable cost.  The amount of 
organisation and time spent on setting 
up and running the scheme must have 
been phenomenal, but was greatly 
appreciated, I’m sure, by the vast 
number of children (and their parents!) 
who came along for a week of fun.

Thank you too to all the young adults 
who helped out – your enthusiasm and 
commitment was inspiring to the many 
younger children who attended.

Letter to the editor
In general Gamlingay is a very 
nice village in which to live.   I 
fear however sometimes people 
disappoint me.   
I have been putting out surplus 
garden products – plums – beans 
– apples and the like on the side 
of the road with a notice offering 
the stuff free to anyone who 
wished to help themselves.   You 
can imagine my surprise to find 
that someone not only helped 
themselves to a tray of apples but 
took away the wooden container 
as well.   
I think that this is a straight 
forward case of abuse of what I 
hoped to be an act of kindness.   
Perhaps on reflection the 
individual will think better of 
their action and return the tray 
to us.   It may not seem a great 
event but the return of our tray 
would restore my good opinion 
of those who live here.
Philip Gorton
The Emplins, Church Street

Gamlingay Social Club 
– Waresley Road

New Memberships available 

Membership to end of year £10 
including £5 of FREE drinks vouchers
Come and enjoy the entertainment and 
the facilities that the club has to offer :-
Music nights, snooker, darts, quiz nights 
etc

Fun for all the family 

nEws From 
gAmlingAy First school



Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group

This month, we had the 
perfect amount of stories to 
discuss, as there was enough 
time for lots of discussion.  
Thank you, everyone, for your 
participation!

1. Introductions

No introductions this month as 
we all knew each other.

2. Review of Targets

Some of us set ourselves 
extra tasks to serve as added 
motivation, and this month The 
Chair has put all four of her 
novels on Kindle, and sold 40 
so far, including 2 in the USA.  
Look on Amazon for Tracey 
Dawson if interested!  Her plan 
for this month is to upload the 
latest story about Max to Kindle 
as a short story.

A lot of other members have 
been busy with their targets, 
doing everything from working 
on novel rewrites to getting 
published in magazines. 

3. Competition News

Our competition in conjunction 
with Letchworth Writers’ Group 
is now formally open.  We are 
hoping to send as many entries 
as possible.

We are also finalising our 
judging of the entries from the 
Letchworth group.

4. Other News

Booklet Project – The 
Chair is currently collating 
all submissions to get an 
overall word count, and a firm 
quotation will then be obtained 
for agreement.

Speaker – Christine Adams is 
now coming on the SECOND 
Tuesday in September, i.e. 
13th September 2011.  This 
promises to be a very 
entertaining and thought-
provoking evening.

Aboutmyarea is keen to 
publish our stories, so if you 
would like to submit one, please 
send the Chair a précis of the 
story, a brief author bio and a 
picture if possible.  We don’t 
seem to have sent anything 
lately, so let’s make an effort!

Writers’ Retreat –details have 
now been circulated, and the 
date is this coming Saturday, 
i.e. 13th August.  Please come 
if you possibly can, even if you 
can only do part of the day, 
as a lot of effort has gone into 
organising the day.  A change 
of environment could well be 

just the thing 
to trigger 
the creative 
process.

5. Discussion of Work

This month, the stories had 
to include animals.  We had a 
good variety of work, including 
a confession of not being over-
fond of animals to a corporate 
bonding day involving dressing 
up as animals, and also some 
enthusiastic discussions of 
work.

6. Aims for the coming 
month

The topic for 6th September 
2011 is ‘Jobs/words worth.  The 
title is open to interpretation, 
so please use it in whatever 
way suits your purpose.

However, if anyone is working 

on something not connected 
with the theme, as ever, they 
are welcome to submit that 
instead.  There are one or 
two novelists who might want 
to send us a chapter of their 
current project.  Poems are fine 
too, or scripts, or any other 
literary form.

7. Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join us, they 
would be more than welcome.  
We cater for all standards of 
writer from complete beginners 
to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Dawson on 
01767 654830 for details, 
or see our website – www.
gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

Cambridgeshire ACRE is a charity 
which supports rural communities. One 
of the issues which is most important 
is the lack of housing for people who 
want to stay in their area but find 
housing unaffordable. 

In order to assess the level of need in 
Gamlingay the Rural Housing Project 
is sending surveys to every house in 
the Parish. People who have lived in 
the Parish in the past but would like to 
return are also eligible. Further forms 
are available from Catherine Shilton 
on 01353 865037 or e-mail  catherine.
shilton@cambsacre.org.uk 
 
It is important that all households 
complete the form to gather the views 
of people and to assess their needs.

A little while ago we posted details of 
a cat we took in on the 19th July from 
Hardwick Road, Eynesbury. 
We have called her Midnight as this is 
the time she turned up! She is a large 
black cat, with a few white hairs under 
her chin and is micro-chipped, however 
the chip is not registered so we can’t 
contact her owners. 
Can you help us find her owner??



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Friendship Coffee Morning
Thursday October 6th at 10.30
At Joan  and Robert Brown
7 FairfieldGamlingay

If you need a lift, 
please contact Gerry 
Brunt on 
01767 650 693

Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Soup lunches - Proceeds to Christian Aid

In order to raise extra money for this year’s 
Christian Aid Appeal, Soup Lunches will be held in 
St. Mary’s Church Hall at 12.30 pm on the following 
dates :

Wednesday 26th October 
and Wednesday 23rd November

The meal will consist of home-made soup and 
bread, a simple pudding and tea/coffee.

Cost : £4.            Time : 12.30 p.m.

ALL WELCOME!

We have now had a year of public 
consultation and no longer see a need for 
a regular piece in the Gazette to convey 
information and answers to questions 
received. Thanks to everyone who has 
used the Gazette for some useful debate.

However we still welcome your 
comments and questions via. the contact 
details below.

Finally many thanks to Jackie for printing 
every single contribution received on the 
subject of the Gamlingay Community 
Turbine from whatever source and 
expressing various views and questions.

Mike Brettle

info@gamlingay-community-turbine.
co.uk
www.gamlingay-community-turbine.co.uk

70 Church Street

13 October 
Little Gransden Village Hall 

7.30 pm Back to the Landgirls! 
Comedy drama about the 

Women’s Land Army in 1942. 
Tickets £8/£7 Tel: S Sullivan 

01767 677906 

Professional drama returns to Little 
Gransden this autumn in Back to the 
Landgirls! by Badapple Theatre.  
 
It’s 1942, the height of World War II, and 
there are some new arrivals in the village. 
They’re turning heads and breaking hearts 
as the girls of the Women’s Land Army take 
to the hills. Buff is a city girl dreaming of 
being ‘just like Vera Lynn’, while Biddy is 
a country girl who is ‘now’t but a hopeless 
romantic’. Join them in a journey of blisters, 
back-ache and banter as they learn all there 
is to know about working on the land. 
 
Although this is a fictional tale, this play 
owes much to the reminiscences of real 
Land Army Girls who contributed their own 
personal stories to this exciting comedy by 
Badapple Theatre 



The GRA have had a busy 
couple of months.  

We were invited to the Gazette get 
together in June at the Jannah, and not 
only enjoyed the lovely hospitality 
of the hostess Jackie Hough, but it 
gave us the opportunity to meet the 
contributors and distributors of our 
monthly newspaper.  A lot of work, 
and footwork, goes into getting this 
publication into our letterboxes.  It was 
great to meet the people who make it 
possible.

GEAG had a screening of a very 
important film “The end of the line”, 
revealing the impact of over-fishing 
on our oceans.  The film contained 
a powerful message and I certainly 
left feeling determined to change my 
shopping habits.  At the next GEAG 
meeting we discussed the various 
issues around the village and the main 
topic was the village plan and what’s 
next for Gamlingay.  The meetings are 
open to all, and not just about energy 
saving light bulbs and recycling, it’s 
surprising how many of our issues can 
have an impact on our environment.  
The discussions are very open and all 
are encouraged to join in, if you get 
yourself on the mailing list you will get 
regular updates.

Each month the number of chairs put 
out at the Parish Council meetings get 
fewer, and we find ourselves taking up 
the one row put out.  There was a bit of 
excitement when the fire brigade turned 
up, not to put a fire out, but to give a 
presentation on their recent training 
and tell us proudly about awards for 
turn out.  Our village fire fighters are 
a team to be proud of and they work 
hard to keep us safe with home and 
school visits.  These monthly meetings 
give us a forum to discuss any issues 
we have around the village, and keep 
us informed about decisions that are 
being made by the councillors.  You can 
read the reports from our councillors 
in the Gazette, and the minutes of 
the meetings after the event, but the 
councillors are there in person if you 
have any questions.  GRA asked about 
a bench that was proposed and granted 

for the green on Chapel Field last 
summer, but had not been placed.  It 
was suggested by the Parish Council 
that it hadn’t been placed due to some 
concerns from residents about misuse.  
It was agreed that if we did a survey on 
Chapel Field and fed back the results 
the matter would be reconsidered.  I am 
pleased to say that after a few nights 
knocking on doors, and meeting some 
lovely people, the response was very 
positive.  So keep an eye out, there will 
be a shiny new bench  soon to enjoy this 
summer on the green.

You will have read last month that 
the bus routes around the village have 
changed, and not necessarily for the 
better.  Roderick has done some work 
on this and attended a transport meeting 
with the Parish Council and GEAG.  
Topics covered were bus routes, parking 
in Church Street and speeding.   One 
outcome from this meeting was for 
the GRA to look  at putting together 
a Speedwatch team to help reduce 
speeding through the village.  If this is 
something you would like to volunteer 
to help with please contact Roderick on 
651002.  

On the subject of transport, GRA were 
invited to take part in a Community 
Transport subgroup, focussing on  
engaging and encouraging young people 
to use community transport to gain 
access to services, work or education.  I 
attended the first meeting at Cambourne 
and the group has come up with an 
exciting pilot scheme.  Keep an eye out 
here for more information as the plan 
unfolds.

The village show is coming up and 
we will have a stand and a tombola to 
raise funds.  If you have any unwanted 
toiletries, smellies, etc. we would be 
very grateful if you would donate 
them for our stall.  You can call me on 
650584 for collection, give them to a 
GRA committee member or bring them 
to The Crafty Cupcake where you can 
enjoy a cuppa and some lovely cake and 
maybe make a new friend!
That’s all for this month, I look forward 
to talking to you at the show..

Gamlingay Residents Association
by Bridget Mappley

Contact GEAG
For more information, 
contact the GEAG co-
ordinator 
Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155

contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

Next Meeting – 

GEAG will meet next for 
an action meeting on the 
19th October at 20:00 to 
21:30 in the Old Methodist 
Chapel, Green End, 
Gamlingay (in the grounds 
of the First School). 

Admission Free
 - All Welcome  

Carbon TSAR to abdicate!
Due to other pressures with regret I am no longer able to fulfil the 
role of ‘Carbon Champion’ or SPEP (Sustainable Parish something 
something) representative.

Therefore we need a new Tsar, Tsarina, or Carbon Bolshevik.

Any volunteers?

Heat Surveys - do you have the coolest property in Gamlingay?

We may be able to get a thermal camera on loan. This gadget, apart 
from tracking burglars, can show where heat is being lost from a 
house. The plan is, given enough demand, to offer villagers a service 
whereby we can photograph their house in infra-red and give them a 
photo showing where heat is being lost. This will hopefully be a guide 
to corrective measures. There is no intention of any kind of ‘snooping’. 
This will only be done with prior consent. Contact me if you are 
interested.

Solar Power
I’ve no connection with Mulberry Farm but I’m happy to support their 
plan to install an array of ground mounted photovoltaics. There have 
been some stories in the media about reductions in the FITS (Feed In 
Tariffs) that support renewable energy. However they are unchanged 
for small to medium size projects and it’s well worth looking at 
possibilities. 

Fitness Classes in 
Gamlingay

Now autumn is here, it’s a great time 
to think about starting something new. 
Maybe you just want to get fitter or 
perhaps you’d like to be in good shape 
in time to don your Christmas outfit. 
Either way, coming to my classes would 
help you achieve your goal.
The class is easy to follow and you can 
work at your own level – be it complete 
beginner or regular exerciser. Doing this 
class will:
•	 Raise your metabolic rate, so you 

burn more energy both during and 
after the class – useful for helping 
to reach and maintain a healthy 
weight

•	 Tone up muscles, helping you 
achieve a strong, healthy, more 
youthful posture 

•	 Increase flexibility – being more 
flexible can make everyday tasks 
easier and can also help to protect 
you against injury

•	 Help you relax – by stretching out 
and breathing deeply at the end of 
the workout, your stress levels will 
fall quite naturally

Feedback from class members has been 
good:
“I’ve had a back problem for years, but 
it’s been much better since coming to 
the class.”
“I’ve noticed an improvement in my 
posture already!”
“It’s a good way to get fit before I go 
skiing.”
“I feel more supple.”
“I can really feel it working my inner 
thigh muscles.”
I am really enjoying teaching the class 
and feel the difference in myself – I feel 
stronger, more toned and happier with 
my shape. 
So if you’d like to try a new way to 
improve your health and fitness, then 
please come along or contact Caroline 
Betts on 01767 650485 for more 
information.
Total Wellness Workout
£5 per class
 Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at The Old 
Methodist Chapel (next to the First 
School), Green End, Gamlingay
 Fridays 9.30-10.30am at      St Mary’s 
Church Hall, Gamlingay
NB Bring some water to drink and an 
exercise mat or a towel for floor work. 



Gamlingay Photographic Society

Fancy a night out with some like minded 
folk?

by Jackie Bruce

A Weekend of Garden Visits
by Molly Brown

This was a long weekend 
starting at 7:30am on 
Thursday morning.

Our first visit was to the Courts 
Garden near Bradford-on-Avon in 
Wiltshire, a National Trust property. 

The area around the house is divided 
into compartments by Yew hedges. 
These were planted with alliums, 
hardy geraniums, aspoline, peonys 
and amsonia, with its steel blue starry 
flowers. The water garden had a formal 
oblong pond bordered with blue irises 
just coming into flower. In the pond, 
very early white and yellow water lilies 
were blooming. In one corner a clump 
of Bletilla orchids were just opening. 
I have grown these in the greenhouse 
but they are not hardy in this part of the 
country. Outside the formal area was an 
arboretum with magnificent specimen 
trees. After lunch we travelled on to our 
hotel in Carmarthen.

Next morning our first visit was 
to Colby Woodland garden, another 
National Trust property. This is situated 
in a sheltered valley. On the walk down 
we passed several large clumps of 
Libertia in full bloom. These had us 
casting envious glances and muttering 
that obviously they had not had the 
hard frosts last winter that we had. 
Our poor plants had to be cut down 
to ground level and were only just 
beginning to recover.

In the woodlands were lots of 
rhododendrons and azaleas but the 
feature we most liked was the charming 
little stream that flowed through the 
garden. We all wanted it in ours.
In the afternoon we went on to the 
National Botanic Garden of Wales. 
Unfortunately most of the borders and 
beds appeared to have been planted 
with later flowering plants and there 
was not much colour apart from some 
very good clumps of Cirsim and 
Trollius. However, the inside of the 
large domed greenhouse was a riot of 
colour with tender plants of all kinds 
which more than made up for the lack 
of colour outside.

On Saturday morning we went to 
Aberglasny, a garden which was 
neglected for fifty years until 2001 

when it was restored. It had formal 
gardens surrounded by parapets, 
cloisters and a large pool. The borders 
had white Eremurus, large clumps 
of Centaureas and more clumps of 
Cirsium, which seems to thrive much 
better here than with us.

The highlight of the garden was 
the woodland area, which was 
breathtaking. I have never seen 
such large clumps of slipper orchids 
growing outdoors before. There 
were three varieties; the yellow and 
red Ladies Slipper, the pink and 
white showy Ladies Slipper, and 
an all yellow one which I could not 
identify. They were all very beautiful. 
Meconopsis added brilliant blue to 
the scene and Trilliums also came in 
three varieties, Grandiflorum white, 
Sessile crimson and Luteum yellow. 
Aquilegias, Primulas, hardy Geraniums 
and Smilacinas all added more colour, 
and it was all 
backed by the 
perfumed Azalea 
Luteum.

Our second 
garden of the 
day, Llwyn Cyll 
was rather an 
anti-climax after 
this and the most 
exciting thing 
was the coach 
almost getting stuck on a very narrow 
bridge. The garden, on a steep slope, 
was mainly a terraced arboretum with 
forty varieties of magnolia. Most of 
these were past their best and only had 
the odd flowers left. The exception was 
Magnoli Sieboldii which has scented 
pendant white flowers with crimson 
stamens.

On our journey home on Sunday we 
visited Sandleford Place garden near 
Newbury. This was a large garden with 
lawn, borders and beds. Very nice but 
with nothing that inspired me and I was 
quite happy to get on the coach and 
come home to my own garden, weeds 
and all.

Fancy a night out with some like-minded folks?
by Jackie Bruce

Gamlingay Photographic Society is now in its 41st season of bringing together 
people who enjoy all aspects of photography; be it from a competitive point of 
view, or just wishing to come along to enjoy some interesting and informative 
lectures.
 Chairman and Programme Secretary Nick Bruce, has arranged a varied programme 
of lectures ranging from: ‘East Anglia’, ‘Route 66 on a Harley Davidson’, ‘The 
Canadian Rockies’ and ‘The Scottish Isles’, plus others with a mixture of their 
specialised photography. Competitions are both internal, and external against other 
Clubs and Societies in the East Anglian Federation region.

Coming events are shown in The Gazette ‘Whats On’, and the Gamlingay column 
in the Biggleswade Chronicle. ‘Phone Nick or Jackie Bruce on 01767 651025, or 
e-mail Jayne Odell on info@gamlingayps.org.uk for a full Programme or further 
information.

The Society meets at 8:00 pm , Friday evenings, September to May, at the Village 
College during term times. All meetings are free of charge to non-members but 
we do ask that you join on your third evening. We also ask that you be a paid-up 
member to compete in the Society’s competitions. Refreshments are available at 
half-time at 50p per person, and we run raffles when we have visiting lecturers.
The 2012 subscriptions are:

Single  £33.00
Joint/Family £52.00  Family = 2 adults (partner/spouse) and children up to 
and including age 19
Concessions £23.00 Anyone of or over state retirement age
   Students up to and including age 19
   Anyone unemployed through illness

A ‘First Membership Only’ discount of £5.00 on all three bands (NB. Only one 
£5.00 discount on the Joint/Family one) is offered to anyone who has not been a 
member of the Society before, if they join on or before 9th December 2011.



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued from page 18

continued on page �0
continued on page 19

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Broadband

Everyone must be delighted to see 
the announcement from the County 
Council that it intends to pursue 
superfast broadband provision in 
rural Cambridgeshire. The situation is 
however at an early stage. Approval 
has been given by the County’s Cabinet 
for up to £20M prudential borrowing, 
but this amount is being reduced by 
grants amounting to £8.5M. There is 
also a possible additional £4M. This 
comes from the government backing 
down over the cut to the LPSA reward 
grant. (fyi Those of us who knew what 
LPSA stood for have forgotten…) There 
is a debate as to what this is to be used 
for as it was originally promised to 
District Councils for projects that in 
some cases were actually completed; 
and not unreasonably the Districts want 
reimbursement as do the third party 
organisations involved - we have an 
outrageous example locally of having 
purchased a new Connexions Bus which 
can’t be used as no funding to staff or 
run it!  
  
In any case, the County Council 
argument is that things have moved on 

and we should use the money for what 
they see as a ‘big and bold’ idea. I’m 
all for it but I don’t think it should be 
funded by cash effectively stolen from 
the Districts.   
  
With any luck BT and other providers 
will do what they did with the launch 
of Broadband and that is to actually 
provide the service - especially as two 
South Cambs exchanges won the Race 
to Infinity competition. They just need a 
kick up the backside from local govt to 
make it worth their while. We shall see!

A428 Caxton Gibbet to St Neots/Black 
Cat Roundabout

There is the murmuring of a campaign 
to get funding for the remaining 
dualling of the A428 from Caxton 
Gibbet to St Neots or better yet the 
Black Cat roundabout on the A1. There 
are some positives about this. Firstly 
from an entirely local point of view 
it would make rat-running through 
Waresley, Gamlingay and surrounding 
areas very much less attractive to 
drivers and would deliver some relief to 
residents of – for example – Mill Street 
Gamlingay. Further it would remove the 
hellish junctions at Eltisley (you will 
know which one if ever you’ve used it!) 
to name but one.

More importantly perhaps from the 
County’s perspective it would be 
considerably cheaper than the A14 
proposals and would take a great deal 
of traffic off the A14 – which could 
perhaps open up Northstowe as a viable 
development opportunity (which is 
certainly isn’t right now!). For the 
general economy it would be a plus and 
for the environment it could be a plus. 

But how to pay for it? Facing an 
unpleasant reality it has to be accepted 
that Cambourne is now a very 
sustainable settlement which it would 
be logical (if not desirable) to see as 
the basis for any strategic housing 
development in this area. Bourn Airfield 
is a brownfield site immediately 

adjacent to Cambourne. The first 
tranche of 3,300 homes in Cambourne 
delivered the dualling from Cambridge 
so (in addition to development in 
St Neots) one can see where S106 
cash might be used. Anyway you are 
probably well ahead of us here…if you 
have views on this we would be very 
pleased to hear from you.  
 
Cambridgeshire Guided Bus

To the sound of pigs nosediving into 
the ground the Guided Busway finally 
opened this summer. Initial reports are 
positive and that must be welcomed. 
However, a number of residents have 
complained to us about having to queue 
for tickets especially in the morning 
as machines were broken or slow. Can 
you please keep us up to date with any 
problems you are facing as A LOT of 
your cash has gone on this project and 
so there’s an extra reason to get it right. 

South Cambs Empty Homes Grant 
Initiative Scheme

Do you have or do you know someone 
who owns a house or flat in South 
Cambs which is long-term empty? 
Nearly 1000 homes are not being used 
at the moment – and we have 4,800 
families waiting for housing. South 
Cambs in partnership with King Street 
Housing Society are piloting a grant 
scheme the purpose of which is to 
provide financial assistance (through 
S106 affordable housing contributions) 
to help bring back long-term empty 
properties into use to meet local 
housing needs. Grants are awarded 
at the Council’s discretion in return 
for properties being let through the 
Council’s Private Sector Leasing 
Scheme at an Affordable Rent. Please 
have a look at the guidance notes on 
www.scambs.gov.uk 

Provision for Travellers

By the time you read this who knows 

what may have taken place at Dale 
Farm in terms of evictions and direct 
action. As regular readers know, South 
Cambs has made extensive provision 
for Travellers and Gypsies over the 
year – which has created a certain 
honeypot effect on the area. Ironically 
quite a few illegal Dale Farm residents 
own permitted sites at Smithy Fen, 
Cottenham which are empty… Both the 
settled community and the travelling 
community have difficulties finding 
housing and that’s one of the reasons 
it’s been so important to apply planning 
law equally and fairly to both and that’s 
certainly what we have done at South 
Cambs.  

Lupin Field Gamlingay

As one might have guessed, the owner 
of the Lupin Field is now investigating 
submitting a planning application 
to develop it.  Apparently they were 
not aware of the public outcry when 
the vegetation was stripped off it. 
If you feel strongly about plans to 
develop it you need to make sure that 
your concerns do not go unnoticed.  
Gamlingay Parish Council will probably 
be discussing this at their October 
meeting – remember you can go along 
to make your points at the start of all PC 
meetings. 

Community Nursing and Health Visiting

Community nursing and health visitor 
services in Gamlingay are now being 
run for us by a provider based in Essex 
with, apparently, little experience of 
providing community health services.  
It is obviously hoped and expected 
that we shall continue in this ward 
to receive the high level of care that 
we are used to. We do however, have 
concerns regarding cuts in numbers of 
staff and the greatly increased workload 
that some of our very dedicated nurses 
are having to take on.  If you share our 
concerns or have difficulty in accessing 
support please do let us know and we 
shall press our MP whose responsibility, 



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 2 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday, 10th October
David Austin ‘The history of 

submarines’.

All welcome

Booklinks
continued from page 19

Health, is to take steps. 

Pinpoint parents conference on 20 
October 2011 - ‘Putting parents in 
control?’

Cambridgeshire’s first (at least for some 
time) Parent Conference is being held 
on Thursday, 20 October 2011 from 
9.30am - 3:00pm at the St Ives Corn 
Exchange.  Adrian Loades, Director of 
Children and Young People’s Services 
has given us his full support and has 
agreed to be a speaker. There will 
be other speakers and guests from 
health, education, social care and the 
voluntary sector as well as parents. 
There will also be  information displays, 
taster workshops, chill out zones, 
refreshments, and much more. Please 
put the date in your diary, book your 
place with Rebecca and watch this space 
for more information. This event is 
open to all parents, carers and workers 
who want to work together to improve 
services for families in Cambridgeshire. 
Don’t miss out. Book today by phone 
0751 741 9761 or email rebecca@
pinpoint-cambs.org.uk.

Community Transport

South Cambridgeshire District Council 
has produced a booklet detailing all 
the community transport schemes 
in the area and how you can access 
them.  Traditionally they were used to 
take older people to hospital and so on 
but will now take just about anybody 
anywhere – much welcomed with the 
reduction in bus transport.  Copies of 
the booklet are available on the South 
Cambs website, at the parish council 
office/Doctor’s surgery in Gamlingay 
and from all other parish councils in the 
area.

Gamlingay MUGA

How exciting that the new Multi Use 
Games Area at Gamlingay Village 
College is nearing completion.  You 
will remember that this is being funded 
by South Cambs DC from a dual 
facilities grant which means that it is 
there for the benefit of the schools and 
the community.  We had to fight very 
hard to keep this grant both when the 
council were making cuts a couple of 
years ago and when the future of GVC 

was in doubt more recently.  The facility 
should be up and running by the end of 
October so we look forward to seeing 
everyone making full use of it! 

Renewable Heat Premium Launched

The Government has launched the 
Renewable Heat Premium Payment 
scheme to help householders across 
the country with funding towards the 
cost of installing renewable heating 
systems.  The new £15 million 
initiative, now open, will support up 
to 25,000 installations.The following 
technologies will be available through 
the scheme:

• Ground Source Heat Pump - 
£1,250 grant (for homes without 
mains gas heating). 

• Biomass boiler - £950 grant 
(for homes without mains gas 
heating). 

• Air source heat pump - £850 
grant (for homes without mains 
gas heating). 

• Solar thermal hot water panels 
- £300 grant (available to all 
households regardless of the type 
of heating system used). 

Householders will need to ensure they 
have basic energy efficiency measures 
in place before applying.  Management 
of the scheme will be undertaken by the 
Energy Saving Trust and from today 
an information line and website will 
go live to provide people with more 
information. Householders can call 
0800 512 012 or visit

 www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/RHPP

Grants will be available on a first come, 
first served basis and the scheme will 
close on 31 March 2012.

Casework

Your Councillors are here to help you. Councillors are here to help you. are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!    

by Lindy Gorton
Only six members met on September 
1st, but welcomed one new member.  
Three only had read  “When We Were 
Bad” by Charlotte Mendelson.  The 
story is of a dysfunctional Jewish 
family (although they would not 
recognize the term).  The head of the 
family (Norman Rubin) is a literary 
man of little success married to a 
beautiful Rabbi (Claudia) of vast 
pretensions, who like a lot of Jewish 
women sees herself as keeping her 
family close-knit.  She is famous for 
large parties which have to be attended 
by her whole family!  The elder son 
(Leo) is a lawyer, and sees himself as 
despised by his gentile colleagues.  The 
elder daughter (Frances) is the most 
sympathetic character clearly married 
to the wrong man, who sees his role as 
pleasing his mother -in -law rather than 
his wife.  The younger siblings (Simeon 
and Emily) hardly feature, the second 
son is a drug-taking alcoholic bully, and 
the younger daughter is too “arty” to 
find a proper job.
 
    The novel begins with a wedding 
which is cancelled just as it is about 
to begin.  The writing made it a little 
difficult to get into, but those who 
had read it thought it a good read 
and gave it 7 out of 10.  We discover 
that each member of the family is 
keeping a secret that he/she fears to 
tell. Norman has written a successful 
biography, but cannot tell his wife 
because she is also just about to have 
a book published and he does not 
want to steal her thunder or make her 
jealous. She discovers she has cancer 
and thinks she must be brave and not 
tell anyone because they will not be 
able to cope with it.  Leo is carrying 
on his affair with the wife of another 
Rabbi. Francis thinks she is a rotten 
mother especially to her two step 
daughters, but has decided that she 
does really love her little son, and it 
is better to live on her own as a single 
mother, than with her self-righteous 
husband. At the end of the story there 
remain a lot of unanswered questions, 
and perhaps there could be another 
novel there to answer them?





WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Parking may be difficult whilst contractors are on site.

Wednesday, 12th October,
Thursday 10th November,
Wednesday 7th December

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 7th October Photographer’s Eye - landscapes with Ron Tear

Friday, 14th October Competition 1, Open. Judge Alan Goldby

Friday, 21st OCtober East Anglia with Mark Hudson

half term 

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 5th October Dr Andrew Ward on fabulous foliage

Wednesday, 2nd November John Negus ‘Caribbean Calipso’

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 18th October Harvest supper

Tuesday, 15th November John Bygraves, ‘Flying, my passion’

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for 
floor work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at The Old Methodist Chapel (next to the First School), 
Green End

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm, new members welcome

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650477 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday 15th November 2011

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 3rd October Copy deadline for November edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday,17th October Talk by Martin Runchman on Barnardos

History Society

Monday, 10th October David Austin ‘The history of submarines’.



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Chair:

M Astor
Clerk: Leanne Bacon 650 379
parish-clerk@hatley.info

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 0450 500

Gamlingay Residents Ass Bridget Mappley 650584

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt Chair) 07510 278 330
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 

618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Gransden 
Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts Thursday Brandon Booth  07812 049139
b.c.booth@talk21.com

Pathfinder Scouts Friday Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 

866
(all meet at Scout Hut)

Mini Club Carol Wright or 
Chris Robins

651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, Minister, James Gilbert 651 519
St Mary The Virgin, Rector: Steven Rothwell 650 568
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Howard

Help me run the Royal Parks Half Marathon for 
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) – Sunday 9th 

October, 2011
It is nearly 20 years ago when I set out to the Gambia as a volunteer to train 
secondary science teachers at the Brikama Teacher Training College.  I had been 
teaching at an inner-city secondary school in London, so it was a shock to see the 
conditions my colleagues in the Gambia had to contend with. Classes often had 
near to 100 pupils and there was very rarely equipment to demonstrate science, 
never mind run group experiments. It meant we had to be resourceful and look 
to the environment around us. Many lessons for my trainee teachers took place 
around the school vegetable garden, which provided a basis for much practical 
work. My residing memory of my students was their willingness to learn and their 
thirst for knowledge. With the help of VSO, all my students successfully completed 
their Higher Teaching Certificates and were sent to schools around the country to 
educate and inspire the next generation of children.

The Gambia is the smallest country in Africa; it is also one of the poorest countries 
in the world, where over three quarters of the population are subsistence farmers. 
This is why I have decided to run the Royal Parks Half Marathon to raise funds for 
VSO. Every penny I raise will help VSO volunteers to positively change the lives of 
many poor and disadvantaged people around the world.

This is just one project. VSO supports thousands of projects across the globe but, 
of course, that requires resources. So please dig deep and help me to beat my 
VSO fundraising target of £450 so that many people, like the students at Brikama 
College, can achieve their dreams and make a difference. Donate online at:  http://
www.justgiving.com/Sarah-Sanders

Gamlingay W.I. 
Tuesday 16th August, 

2011
Usual business was quickly covered, 
plus the introduction of coffee 
mornings/tea afternoons in members 
houses, with donations going to 
Denman College. Fresh fruit from a 
member’s garden was also sold, also for 
Denman funds.
The evening’s speaker, Mrs Barbara 
Redman of Tee Bee Crafts, brought 
a selection of her work, including 
skilfully covered cardboard boxes, 
baskets, notepads and sewn items. 
This was not just a demonstration, 
however, as Barbara then handed out 
carefully prepared sets of craft items 
for the W.I. ladies to have a go for 
themselves. An almost full gathering 
then busily set about scoring, folding, 
cutting and sticking to create delightful 
items, which were taken home. Barbara 
donated a pretty cardboard basket to the 
evening’s raffle.

Gill Spaul

Gazette Distribution in Mill 
Street

Following a request for a new 
distributor for Mill Street, we are 
pleased to say that three ladies 
have kindly come forward. To 
make things quicker (as the 
original round was quite large) 
there will now be a split.

The first lady is Debbie Hugill 
who will deliver to the west side 
of the road, evens. The second 
lady, Jan Hale, will deliver to her 
own side, east side, the odds. 

The third lady, Janice Blake, will 
be held as a reserve.

Thank you to all of you who have 
come forward to support The 
Gazette. 

The Gamlingay Show 
2011

At the time of writing, the 19th 
Gamlingay Show hasn’t yet happened! 
Although the finer details of this 
year’s show will be addressed in the 
next Gazette, one thing is certain: the 
Show would not happen without the 
hard work of the very small committee 
which are ably supported on the day by 
a dedicated band of helpers – so many 
thanks to them!
Thank you also to all the stall-holders, 
refreshment providers, demonstrators, 
performers, donors of raffle prizes, 
exhibitors, sponsors who gave their 
time, skill and expertise to ensure 
another successful year for the 
Gamlingay Show.
Next month’s Gazette will contain the 
results of all the competition classes 
and trophy winners, a list of raffle 
prize donors and also a list of the 
beneficiaries from this year’s Show.
2012 will be our 20th Show and we hope 
it will bigger and better than ever. If 
you would like to be involved, please 
contact the Show Committee either 
personally or via e-mail.

Many thanks for your support for this 
great annual village event.



The Police
Non-emergency number:

0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel


